
Report to: Communities Committee, 24th July 2019

Report of: Corporate Director, Homes and Communities

Subject: TASK & FINISH GROUPS – 2019/2020

1. Recommendation

1.1 For Committee to approve the establishment of a Task & Finish Group to
investigate ways in which the City Council in collaboration with its partners 
can reduce child poverty within the City.

2. Background

2.1 At the Worcestershire Health Improvement Group meeting held in June 2019 
Members present were informed that the percentage of children living in poverty 
nationally and locally is increasing and it was recognised that across the County this 
area of work required multi-agency attention. 

2.2 In Worcester the number of dependant children (<= 20yrs old) living in low income 
families in 2016 was recorded as 3525, higher than any other District across 
Worcestershire but slightly lower than the national average.

2.3 Child poverty is not single issue and like many social challenges is multi-faceted and 
requires collaboration by several agencies if it is to be understood and tackled. This 
report proposes a Members Task & Finish Group be convened to look at this issue 
with a view to identifying ways in which the council in collaboration with its partners 
can reduce child poverty within the City.

2.4 As a council supporting families particularly those who are most vulnerable is 
something that is already carried out through our work in respect of housing, 
community safety and grant funding. The proposed task & finish group would 
therefore be investigating ways in which the council in collaboration with its partners 
could further support those families, and in particular young people. 

3. Preferred Option 

3.1 It is considered beneficial for a Member Task & Finish Group supported by officers to 
be established to investigate ways in which the City Council in collaboration with its 
partners can reduce child poverty within the City.

4. Alternative Options Considered

4.1 It is considered valuable and efficient to have Member input into this piece of work 
and therefore no other alternative options have been identified.



5. Implications

5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications
There are no financial or budgetary implications associated with this report.

5.2 Legal and Governance Implications
There are no legal or governance implications associated with this report.

5.3 Risk Implications
There are no risk implications associated with this report.

5.4 Corporate/Policy Implications
The Task & Finish Group topic referred to in this report will support the council in a 
number of its ambitions referred to in the City Plan 2016 – 2021 and in particular 
‘Stronger & Connected Communities’ and ‘A Prosperous City’.

5.5 Equality Implications
There are no equality implications associated with this particular report. It is clear 
however that subject to approval, the work undertaken by the Task & Finish Group 
will help inform if those with a protected characteristic are more likely to impacted 
by child poverty.

5.6 Human Resources Implications
There are no human resources implications associated with this report.

5.7 Health and Safety Implications
There are no health & safety implications associated with this report.

5.8 Social, Environmental and Economic Implications
Subject to approval the Task & Finish Group would be contributing towards a piece of 
work that has the potential to deliver multiple benefits to families (and in particular 
young children) across Worcester. The council has a role as corporate parents and 
understanding the impacts of child poverty will enhance our knowledge to do this.
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